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Sunday  & Special SERVICES
during December

READERS
in

December

PRAYERS in
December

7th    11:00 Advent 2 - Isaiah 40:1-11 Perfect PEACE Laura Girvan Rachel Mylne

14th   11:00 Advent 3 - Isaiah 35:1-10 Jump For JOY
(Communion)

Muriel Cowan  Rob Barley

21st   11:00
18:30

Advent 4 - Isaiah 7:10-16 Gargantuan GRACE
Christmas Praise

Walter Cowan Catherine Hodgson

24th   18:00
23:15

Christmas Eve Family Service
Watchnight Service Martyn Cox

25th   10:30 Christmas Day short Service - Bring your gifts!

28th   11:00 REFLECTIONS on 2014 Anne Creedican Mike Bigden

Once YOU receive it - it becomes so obvious!

   Dunbar Parish Calendar December 2014

Date Time Event Location

1 19:30 Congregational Board Meeting Eden Room

2 19:00 Alpha  week 10 Church

3 13:10 S.U. Grammar

19:30 Wednesday Home Group Idles/Mannings

6 13:00 Wedding Steven and Rebecca Church

7 09:30 Prayer Breakfast Eden Room

11:00 Service Advent 2 - Isaiah 40:1-11 Perfect PEACE Church

19:30 Church Membership Class 3 Vestry

8 19:00 Rwanda Team Social Rocks

9 09:00 Ministry Meeting Manse

19:00 Alpha  week 11 Church

10 10:00 Little Fishes Party Halls

13:10 S.U. Grammar

19:30 Wednesday Home Groups Mannings

11 14:00 Senior Citizens Christmas Tea Halls

14 09:30 Prayer Breakfast Eden Room

11:00 Communion Service - Advent 3 - Isaiah 35:1-10 Jump For JOY Church

12:15 Bring and Share Lunch Church

16 09:10 Primary Christmas Service (half) Church

17 09:10 Primary Christmas Service (half) Church

19:30 Wednesday Home Group Idles

20 10:30 Carol Singing at the Town House High Street

21 09:30 Prayer Breakfast Eden Room

11:00 Service - Advent 4 - Isaiah 7:10-16 Gargantuan GRACE Church

18:30 Christmas Carol Praise Church

24 18:00 Christmas Eve Family Service Church

23:15 Watchnight Service Church

25 10:30 Service - Christmas Day Celebration Church

28 09:30 Prayer Breakfast Eden Room

11:00 Service - REFLECTIONS on 2014 Church

31 17:30 Hogmanay Bash Halls



Ministers Letter December 2014:Love came down at Christmas
What is LOVE? Answers on a postcard, or more appropriately these days,
send me a Tweet or the like. Of course to begin with, GOD is LOVE! No doubt
about that for me. Though, I am utterly convinced that the vast majority of
people do not know what love is. Many get confused with infatuation, desire,
“romantic gestures”, idolisation, gratification, power etc.
Perhaps the sayings later in this magazine might help? There we find that love
is the driver of what we live for, not for ourselves, but for another and/or others.
Love then wants the best for other people. True love is selfless.
God’s love, meets this definition, but it is so much richer, fuller, perfect than
that which mere words can describe. But in His word (the Bible) we get better
images and words which convey facets of God’s amazingly, gracious love.
At the heart of God revealing Himself to humanity is His drive for our good. He
is love. It is His nature. He loves His creatures.
For the best part of four decades I have been studying God’s love and as each
year passes I am astounded at how much there is to be discovered. As I come
to understand it more and more, I am humbled. For even after many layers
have been unravelled, and many reflections which have led me forward, today
I wonder with a sense of certainty at the vast discoveries which still lie ahead.
The Word (Jesus) and the word (Bible), both testify and offer us the quest into
the “Holy Grail mystery” of God’s love. Is it possible for us to comprehend why
God would “take on flesh” to rescue and bless each one of us who want it?
In this, the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his

only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. In this is love,
not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another.  1 John 4:9-11
So love is definitely progressive. When we discover it, we delight in sharing
it for the good of others. It is in this one thing that humanity can be so much
more than the self absorbed survival of the fittest character that some would
have us believe that we all are supposed to be.
Reflecting on 2014, I can see that this love came down to us, as we are
discovering it more and more together. As a Church this love is progressing
more and more towards others through “our” work for Christ’s Kingdom.
Suffice to say that explorers are always welcome to journey with us and find
this amazingly gracious and perfect love for themselves, and to gift it to others.
We will be furthering our quest throughout December; indeed until the LORD
Jesus returns in all His Glory. What is it that you really want this Christmas?

 Yours in the perfect freely available love of OUR God.

Bible Book Club…
First Thursday in the
month.
Next meeting is on

4th December at
7:30 p.m.

Meetings are held at
various venues.

Reading: The final
chapter: ‘Mary’… from

A Lineage of Grace: Five stories of
unlikely women who changed eternity by
Francine Rivers  ISBN:  9780842356329
also available on Kindle!

Starting in January there will be a new
book to read, which will be discussed at
the December Bible Book Club.
   These meetings are bible studies with
a difference: by reading chosen books
which brings the bible to life. If you would
like to join…call Emma Weaver for details
of venues, 01368 459082

Plans : Coming Soon

○ Board Meeting 7:30 1st Dec.
in Eden Room

○ Senior Citizen’s  Christmas
Tea 2pm 11th Dec. Church Hall.

○ Christmas Communion
Sunday 14th December.

○ Hogmanay Bash  Sign-up
ASAP. Can you perform,
contribute, serve? Wednesday
5:30 - 8:30 pm  31st December

○ Beta - a new discussion / study
group - see Martyn Cox for
further information.

Starters for Sunday!
How do you want to start your
Sunday morning? Fancy a lovely
breakfast prepared for you with
coffee or tea in the company of
friends? 9:30 is the time to head to
the Eden room at Dunbar Parish
Church. We chat over breakfast and
then have a short time of reflection
and prayer to start our day and get
us revved up for the worship service
at 11:00.
If you are worried about sharing your
prayers then don't be - you can just
sit back and listen. Feeling more
adventurous then why not volunteer
to do the breakfast or run the prayers
(or both if you are up for it!). We have
a great rota of prayer warriors but the
more the merrier. Please contact me
if you can help in leading or catering
on either
01368 459082 / 07980 492299 (M)
or email: mike28atdpc@gmail.com

for more information.

Let the morning bring me word of
your unfailing love,

for I have put my trust in you.
Show me the way I should go,

for to you I entrust my life.
Psalms 143:8

THANK YOU…

To those who aided, supported and
organised our Alpha programme

and the feeding of  us all. May your
enthusiasm, prayers, love and

dedication permeate upon many
others to the glory of  God’s.



Mission Matters
(Helen Cox, Missionary Correspondent and SU Ambassador)

This month I paraphrase an article from Scripture Union Scotland’s
magazine ‘@SU’, to offer insight into their work with young people aged 10-18
Laura writes about volunteering on Motiv8 - SU affordable price holidays for
young people from poorer backgrounds. They are often life-changing breaks
for both the young people and volunteers. A young person is referred to a
Motiv8 holiday along with an adult who they already know. Additional
volunteer adults come from all walks of life but they share a passion for
sharing the gospel with some very vulnerable young people in our society.
Laura has seen God break into camp life year after year; how the whole team
benefit and grow, returning full of encouragement.
One parent said “It really works, it’s about relationships, fun and sharing
the good news.” A 12 year old from Wester Hailes attended a camp at
Scoughall. He had never done anything similar before. Did he enjoy it?
“Immense!” was his response. The team leader said the child was “a
repeated source of immeasurable blessing to the team.” Another child
said “It was amazing! Taught us a lot actually. I enjoyed the Bible stuff,
and not just the activities.” She takes this experience and will effect others.“It’s
infectious to hear about God’s work with young disadvantaged people.”
Jesus is for everyone, no exceptions.Even those economically disadvantaged
and socially marginalised. Poverty affects all aspects of child development,
and reduces opportunities. Each year more than 200 children from urban
areas enjoy going away on a residential week-end with SU Scotland. SU
operate a Holidays Sponsorship Fund to make it possible for young people
to have a holiday when their family are not able to afford one. Motiv8 holidays
are heavily subsidised thanks to generous giving to the sponsorship fund.
They also depend on the service of committed volunteers. Last summer a
distraught parent called the SU office and explained he’d just lost his job and
couldn’t afford the balance on his sons’ holidays. He’d already paid for one
child, but couldn’t manage the rest - what should he do? Cancel the place
already paid for or let that child attend, but not the others? Thankfully he didn’t
have to make that decision, SU were able to provide sponsorship to make up
the difference between what was needed and what he could afford.
Bookings will soon open for 2015 holidays. I will have details. Do you know a
young person, have a grandchild or a neighbour who could benefit from an
SU holiday? Could you volunteer? We have an SU activity centre on our
doorstep at Scoughall. Volunteers can help with catering, housekeeping,
ground and buildings maintenance or lead activities. Even a few hours could
make a difference!

Christian Love - definitions and reflections
Love is not affectionate feeling, but a steady wish for the loved
person’s ultimate good as far as can be obtained. C. S. Lewis

Love = to live for. Mary Slessor

One loving heart sets others on fire. Augustine

Work at love and find love at work. Peter Jackson

Suspicions subtract, faith adds, but love multiplies. Twice it
blesses  - he who gives it, and he who gets it. C.T. Studd

Love is the leading affection of the soul. Matthew Henry
You never so touch the ocean of God’s love as when you

forgive and love your enemies. Corrie Ten Boom
We are shaped and fashioned by what we love. Johann

Wolfgang Von Goethe
 Measure your love for others by the frequency and

earnestness of your prayers for them. A. W. Pink

JOB VACANCIES - Are we really praying/hearing?
Pray for the Lord to send out more workers into the harvest (we still

1.  Junior Youth Work Director

2.  Little fishes Leaders (2)

3. Media/Sound Team &
 Photographer

4. Musicians and Vocalists

5. Church lead Artist

6.  Mission Direct - NEW

7. Cleaners for the Church (4)

8. Prayer warriors

9. Readers / Prayer leaders

10. Support Leaders

11. Film night team

12. Various other groups would
welcome extra committed
personnel.

13.  Tea/Coffee rota

PRAY that these roles will be filled
to grow Christ’s Church



DATE SUNDAY DUTY
TEAMS FLOWERS in CHURCH

CLEANING ROTA
(U) = upstairs

(D) = downstairs
December

December
Rob Barley

Moira Anthony
Lindsay Barley

Will Collin
Christine Idle
Jonathan idle

Elsie Johnston
Moyra Wright

December
1 Anne Creedican (U)

Jenny & Jason Kay (D)

7
December Convener:

Laura Girvan
Mrs E Laing

8 Gordon & Gail Stevenson
(U)

 Jonathan & Christine Idle
(D)

14 Mrs I Ward
15 Val & Will Collin (U)
 Margaret & Derek

MacDonald (D)

21 Mrs G Low
22 Lorna McLeod & Margaret

Croft
 Margaret & Ian Hastie (D)

28 Mrs G Low for the late
Mrs J Bain

29 Ian & Morag Hastie (U)
 Fiona Fleming & Barbara

Leslie (D)

January
4 January

Derek MacDonald
Denise Brunton
Margaret Croft

Ian Hastie
Lena Glass
May Low

Lorna McLeod
Margaret MacDonald

Ian Manning

January Convener:
Elsie Johnston

Mrs M Crow

5  Lorraine & Steve Gilchrist
(U)

 Laura Punler & Laura
Girvan

11 Mrs M Wright
12 Ian & Jenny Manning (U)
 Liz Thomson & Moyra

Wright (D)

18 Vacant
19 Sandy & Ian Darling (U)
 Anne Creedican (D)

25 Mrs P Rimmmer
26 Jenny & Jason Kay (U)
 Gordon & Gail Stevenson

(D)

Please pray for all other Church activities and for our community!

There are Flower Rota Vacancies for putting flowers in the Church please speak with
May Low.

You can put flowers in the Church for any anniversary or in memory of a loved one,
you don’t necessarily need to be added to the rota in order to do this.

Please speak with May Low or the Flower Convener for that month to help you
organise this.

THE REASON
In Bethlehem, God gave to us
The source of Christmas joy;
A star shown on a miracle:
The virgin birth of a boy.

He was born both God and man,
A Savior for us all,

The way to get to our heavenly home,
If we just heed His call.

So as we shop and spend and wrap
And enjoy the Christmas season,

Let's keep in mind the sacred truth:
Jesus is the reason.

By Joanna Fuchs

Giving Special Thanks

On behalf of the Kirk Session, the
Congregational Board and myself, we most
sincerely thank all of you for you support,

service and prayers. We wish everyone and their
loved ones a most wonderful Advent, Christmas
and richly blessed New Year throughout 2015

HAPPY MAS

Christmas Treasure
Dear Lord,

we're here at Christmas time
To honour your sacred birth,

Dear Savior,
thank you for bringing all

Your precious gifts to earth.

As we delight in this holiday
With its bright and special pleasure,

We pray to remember
all year round

That You are the only true treasure.

In Jesus' name we pray, Amen



With daily inspiration only The Good Book can provide.

PRAYER CORNER
Put the power of prayer in your hands

God is Eternal
Eternity is perhaps a difficult concept to grasp in an ever changing world,
where we see loss and death in the world around us; in a world of short
term goals. Adjectives one could use are endless; everlasting; perpetual;
immortal; immutable; permanent and enduring. But neither humankind, nor
anything that we produce, create, manufacture or develop can be
considered eternal.
The Bible reveals that God is eternal – Deuteronomy 33:27 states “The
eternal God is your dwelling place”. As eternal, God does not change and
will always be. When Moses asked what name he should use for God, the
reply came “I AM WHO I AM” (Exodus 3:13-14), a name which itself signifies
eternity. Jesus is also revealed as eternal in Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
So, the bible reveals to us the eternal power of the Godhead – “Ever since
the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible
though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he
has made” (Romans 1:20).
Yet, eternity is a difficult concept to grasp; something that we don’t fully
understand. Perhaps the difficulty in understanding eternity is not the
concept of living forever, but rather there being no beginning.
For humanity, there is always a beginning, in our understanding of history
and our own lives. Whatever you belief in creation, humanity acknowledges
there was a time when it all began. In our singular lives there was a point
at which that life began too. So we understand the idea of beginning, but
eternity has no beginning – how do we go about understanding that?
God helps us in this by extolling our incomprehension and at the same time
putting eternity into our hearts – Ecclesiastes 3:11, “He has made everything
beautiful in its time; also he has put eternity into man’s mind, yet so that
he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.”
So God has put eternity into the human heart, but we cannot fully fathom
the work He does from the beginning to the end – it is beyond our ability to
grasp at this time. The Bible does though reveal that God’s works are made
known from long ago (Acts 15:18). God makes known his works, yet as
humans we are simply unable to fully grasp the enormity of God’s eternity.
It is a little like the problem of grasping the size of the entire universe –
dimensions that, like God, have no clear beginning or end.

Article Series 6 (part 5) - Christian LOVE is Compelling
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:17 - 3:1-13 What is our LOVE like?
Often people who stop attending Church or who don’t want to go back,
frequently give the same reasons - they don’t believe that they are being
persuaded to belong, or are valued or loved adequately. Many folk who would
claim to be Christians, don’t overflow with welcome or even take much time
to meet new folk who arrive at Church. Our challenge locally is to ask, “How
do we become a Church which increasingly overflows with real warm
Christian love towards those within, and all others out-with?” (3:12).
We could all give a rating for our Church, based upon our experience, our
perceptions or upon our own effort at loving others and welcoming people
into the fellowship. What might others say about us?
  In our passage the evidence of their love is clearly evident. 2:17,20 ; 3:2.
Consider Paul’s expressions of love 2:17,18, 3:5. In the Greek original he is
using emphatic pronouns to express the extent of his love towards them. So
then, how do we express our Christian love towards others? Paul knows that
these Christians are living with the intolerance of the secular society and the
attacks from the Jews who see them as a religious sect. In loving concern he
sends Timothy to strengthen and encourage them v2-5. Paul knows that true
Christians are destined for many trials v3.  He had not kept it from them v4.
 I believe it is best to be honest. It is sometimes hard for people to hear the
truth, but it is a much more loving act than to tell them things they want to
hear! Paul wants them to be properly ready for whatever comes their way.
 Trials and suffering have real value, though we might wish we did not have
to learn the hard way. It is how we respond and grow from these things, that
equips us for serving Christ better among others who face all manner of trials.
  In v6-8 Timothy returns with a truly great report. Paul’s spiritually compelling
love is so deep that he can “really live” v8. I wonder if many of us would stop
in our tracks with concern for others and meet them where they are at in their
Christian faith ? What does Paul desire for them v10-13? What do we desire
for those within and out-with our fellowship? How does it measure up to these
verses and Paul’s example?
       With Love which endures and blesses richly         Gordon



We cannot get to the beginning of the universe or to the end, and likewise
we cannot get to the end or beginning of the Godhead. We may conceive of
the notion in our hearts and minds, but will never fully understand it, and that
is that.
Or is it? Many today want an answer – they simply want evidential proof
before believing. There is a need to understand before comprehending the
truth. For me however, to know Jesus personally; to accept Him as saviour
and redeemer; to believe the magnitude of His eternal love and sacrifice;
and vaguely understand his eternity; that is enough.
This is a step of faith, underpinned by the truth of the Bible, that reveals God’s
glory and everlasting magnificence, and one that we all must eventually take
if we are to accept His eternity – even if we don’t quite fully comprehend it.

Blessings in Christ Mike

Dear Lord, you are eternal, the Alpha and the Omega. To you our everlasting
Lord we offer our prayers for this month. Lord we praise you for a most
spectacular gift to humanity; your Son sent to show us the way to truth;paying
for the wrongs of us all.
Lord, we pray for our community, for the nation and the world. As we near
Christmas, let the true meaning of this time be shouted loud and heard by many.
We pray for our sisters and brothers in Christ in all the Churches of this town;
that each person finds warmth, delight, and the joy of Christ in their hearts each
day. May they and we all be able to share that joy, of the coming of Christ with
friends, neighbours and loved ones who may not know you, dear Lord our saviour.
We pray for the young folk in our town, that they too will find the true meaning
of Christmas, not in the gifts they unwrap, but in the story of the new born Saviour
of the world.
Hark! the herald angels sing, glory to the new born King! Amen

Prayer Breakfast Rota
07 December - Jim Thompson
14 December - Liz Thomson
21 December - Laura & Michael
           Veitch
28 December - Emma Weaver

Sharing
Any answers to prayer or things you
want to share to bless Your Church? It
is your magazine and your Church.
Send them or speak to Denise or Gordon
anytime.

www.dunbarparishchurch.org/prayer
Visit this page each month for ‘Prayer Points’ – a few points and

links to aid you in your prayers each and every month

Christmas Quiz Night
Back by popular demand, the Rwanda Team present another quiz evening.

Come along and enjoy a fun packed festive quiz.  Not only will you be tested by
the format, you will have the opportunity to show off your own Christmas jumper in
our special competition.

There will also be table-top challenges to test your creativity and sense of humour.

For the buffet we’ve selected popular dishes from around the world for you to enjoy.
This year’s proceeds are going to help build a new house for Sarah.  We met
Sarah and her two children on our visit to Rwanda this year.

As you can see from the photos their house is falling down around them, open to
the elements and local snakes.

We were immediately called to make this a priority on our return to Scotland and,
with your help, our aim is to build Sarah a new house as soon as possible.

Join us on 13th December 2014 from 7pm at Dunbar Parish Church Halls
Cost : £10 per person OR £50 for team of 6. Tickets available from members of

the Rwanda team or e-mail community@kilmarg.co.uk

Good News - A new Convert
We are delighted to share this brilliant news; Nicola Findlay has

become a Christian. Nicola has travelled with us for a few years now,
attended our Life of Jesus and Alpha courses as well as coming

under the word of God on Sundays regularly. She had invited God
into her life on several occasions previously but did not sense any

real change, but this time its different. Please  do not hesitate to ask
her about it and congratulate her in the LORD Jesus Christ



We all know what that means, Christmas, fun, peace and joy to all men, giving and
receiving gifts, good food, enjoying family and generally having a great time, right??
  In many cases that’s perfectly true, however Christmas presents all kinds of challenges
for many others.
  The additional financial pressures, spending time with extended family you may not
necessarily get on with, many are particularly busy at work, you may have prelim exams
coming up, the list goes on.  And then there’s the presents…..
   The truth is that when we get to Christmas, the presents we get are often meaningless,
or don't last long.  After a short time, your local newspaper, ebay and amazon are full
of unwanted gifts. Even when we get what we want, we are reminded that things don't
last forever. Technology moves on with products out of date by the time they hit the
shops. So while it's great and exciting to get presents and God wants you to enjoy things,
don't let them become the main thing in your life!

In Matthew 6:19-20, Jesus teaches us:

What was Jesus saying? Not to give and enjoy presents? Of course not! but he is letting
us know that our hearts should be focused on heaven and on what we do for God, not
on just having loads of stuff. Whatever we have on earth can be broken, can go wrong
or can be stolen. But every little thing we do for God is recorded and God will never
forget. Even the smallest thing or act of love is seen by God and he remembers, even if
no-one else does. Whatever we give the most time, energy and money to is where our
priorities are. So if all we do is buy PS4 games, it's clear that's where our heart is. If we
love sport or music so much that we stop going to church or reading the Bible, it's clear
that sport or music have replaced God. Whatever is stored up in heaven is permanent -
it won't break, go wrong or get nicked.

Have a great time this Christmas. Enjoy it, we are celebrating

the amazing birth of our saviour!!

Happy Christmas! Derek



Guild Meetings
ChristmasParty 3rdDecember

7:30pm
In the Halls

Next Meeting
28 January 2015 Gordon
Stevenson ‘A Fellowship to

Build’

PASTORAL TEAM
A team has been training to visit and

offer pastoral help to folks who
might appreciate it.

Perhaps someone infirm, lonely, or
bereaved of a loved one? Maybe an

illness or operation or other
suffering has knocked you a bit?
Any member or adherent who is

interested can contact Moyra Wright
(tel. 863316) or Mike Bigden (tel.
865385) directly or through any

member of our Church.
The pastoral team will all carry an

identity badge, signed by the
minister and the Team are genuinely

interested in your well-being.

18Then Jesus came to them and
said, "All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me.
19Therefore go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age."

Matthew 28:18-20

Homegroups
There are currently

2 homegroups running on
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm.

They are relaxed and informal and
are a great way to get to know
your bible a little better and to
build strong friendships. You are

welcome to come along any time, it
would be great to have you there.

Contact Details:

2 Temple Mains Cottages,
Innerwick 01368 840334

5 Salisbury Walk, Dunbar
01368 860922

See Calendar for dates

Accord

We are not meeting in December but
encourage you to join us one

Wednesday at 7:00 each month
starting back in January

PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH

Please note that there is no
Ploughman’s Lunch in December.

ALPHA Started on 16th September and what
a start.  After months of planning and prayer
support we met for the introduction evening
with 16 guests, some from within and some
from out with the church.  Our roadside
banner had even drawn people to enquire.
Isn’t God good!

Please pray for our Alpha guests that they might move forward on their
Christian faith journey and in their own personal relationship with our Lord
Jesus Christ.
And a big thank you to those who have been quietly working hard in the
background providing the catering: an integral part of the Alpha fellowship.
The evening wouldn’t be such a success without you and your help is very
much appreciated.
“How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And how
can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And how can
they hear without someone preaching to them?”  Romans 10:14

My 1st Book of questions and answers!
Section 2 - Creation

29. Do you have a soul as well as a body?
Answer: Yes.  I have a soul that will never die.

What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits
his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?

Read:  Matthew 16:26
© Copyright 2001 Carine Mackenzie ISBN: 978-1-85792-570-8 Reprinted by Christian Focus Publications

printed with permission

…and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped
him in cloths and placed him in
a manger, because there was
no room for them in the inn.



Hall Bookings
Please Contact: Sonya Young
she keeps the master diary
and updates the hall one.
email bhraggie@tiscali.co.uk
Telephone: 01368 863285

Opt - ins : Serving
There are lots of “rota’s” folk can

join to serve Christ’s Church
among us.

Add your name in to any area you
are gifted to serve in, and make
sure we have your names on the

lists. E.g.:
Coffee/Tea rota
Cleaning rota

Sunday Bible reading rota
Sunday prayer rota
Accord leader rota

Accord catering rota
Film night catering rota

Prayer Breakfast leader rota
Prayer Breakfast catering rota

*********
See other roles that your Church

needs filling on the
Job Vacancies Page

Christian Charity Nominations

We are again looking for
nominations of Christian Charities

on Local, National and International
levels in order to split £1000 of

money put aside for this purpose.

If you would like to nominate a
Christian Charity then please let

Margaret MacDonald, Eric Easton,
Ian Coltart or Moyra Wright know.

S
Junior Church are getting ready for Christmas! 14th December will
be the family service and the children will be performing their
Nativity in the Service. Any other family members who would like
to come along will be most welcome. It would be helpful
to let us know as soon as possible if your child won't be

here so we don't give them a part! Please can each child be at church
by 10.30 that day in order to get everyone ready.

Junior Church Christmas Party is also on the 14th in the Church
again this year, from 2pm – 4pm. Suzanne has the list of party food so please see
her after the services to pick an item or two off the list to bring along. Thank you!
Finally, thank you for all your help and support over the year, we hope you all
have a lovely festive period and know Gods blessing and peace with you at
this time.

THE JUNIOR CHURCH TEAM

As everyone's thoughts are
turning to   Christmas we are
ever mindful at the Basics Bank
that people can feel really
isolated at this time of the year.
With this in mind, we do our best
to let those using the Bank know
that they are always welcome to
pop in for a coffee even after
their time of receiving food has
finished. Over the past year we
have had the privilege of
welcoming back many past
clients and hearing how their
circumstances have changed
and often this is for the better.

We will be making up Christmas
hampers soon for the Basics
Bank clients so if you would like
to donate Christmas goodies
please pop these into your
nearest donation drum.
Together we can make this time
of year a little less difficult for
those experiencing hard times.
Thanks you in anticipation and
for all your ongoing support and
prayers.

Lorraine

All Items in bold are low in stock
Lentils
Soap Powder (smaller boxes or

bottles are best)
Soap
Festive items for hampers*
UHT Milk
Tinned Chilli con carne
Tinned Spaghetti & Meatballs
Shampoo
Washing up Liquid
Toilet Rolls
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste

* items such as:
Christmas puddings
Mince Pies
Shortbread
Stollen
Fruit Cakes
Chocolates
Fancy pickles chutneys or preserves
PLEASE MAKE SURE ALL HAMPER

ITEMS
HAVE A USE BY DATE AFTER

CHRISTMAS



Those seeds that fell on good ground are the people who listen to the message and
keep it in good and honest hearts. They last and produce a harvest. Luke 8 v 15

timeline
May 2013
Vision meeting to plan
the Penny Gospel project

June 2013
Design process commences

September 2013

April 2014
Second print run of
275,000 copies

May 2014
Third print run of
235,000 copies

July 2014
20th Commonwealth
Games; Penny Gospel
distributed to thousands
across Scotland

775,000 copies
printed and
distributed

by 600 +
distribution projects

to 33%

Recent statistics from the Scottish Bible Society

Glasgow

Over 2,000 copies
distributed EVERY

DAY

We were part of
this

incredible Gospel
outreach effort -

3,000 copies

went out across
our Parish.

October 2013
Pre-orders
exceed
100,000 copies

February 2014
First print run of

RESTORATION OF CHURCH BELL
UPDATE 2

Following the appeals in the last two
magazines we are very fortunate in being offered
any balance necessary for the 3rd Party
Contributions to kick-start our grant application.
We are indebted to Mr Ian Torrance for his
generous financial assistance.  The grant
application has now been submitted.

for senior members on
Thursday 11�� December

at 2:00 p.m. in the Church
Halls. Transport can be

provided.
Please phone

Moyra Wright on 863316

WONDER

There is faint music in the night
And pale wings fanned by silver flight

A frosty hill with tender glow
Of countless stars that shine on snow

A shelter from the winter storm
A straw—lined manger, safe and warm

And Mary crooning lullabies
To hush her baby’s sleepy sighs

Her eyes are rapt upon His face
Unheeded here is time and space
Her heart filled with blinding joy

For God’s own son – her little boy!

           Nancy Buckley



Rwanda Visit – Summer  2014
It is several  months since our return from Rwanda, this has given us time
to reflect on the visit. Four members of our team had previously experience
and their understanding greatly benefited us. We felt a huge responsibility
as representatives of our Church and went with hope and prayers that God
would guide us and deepen our partnership with the Living Church Kibungo,
to gain greater understanding and bringing our churches together in Christ.
We arrived in Kigali, a bustling city, where we stayed for four days, joining
the Comfort Rwanda team.  We visited several of Comfort Rwanda’s projects
– a craft group, community housing project and a street kids project.  Many
of these kinds of projects work in partnership with church ministries. This
encounter provided us with valuable experience seeing the work of Comfort
Rwanda and witnessing Christ’s work of healing and reconciliation.

The 2nd week was spent in Kibungo, with members of the Living Church.
The town was very quiet compared to Kigali. Few residents had cars; the
main mode of transport is bicycle or on foot. Bikes are mainly used for
transporting water, in Jerry cans, or for taking produce to the market. The
main staple foods are beans, potatoes, sweet potatoes, cassava, rice,
bananas and  pineapples. Our accommodation was near the church.

On the 1st Sunday, the team were invited to lead the service. It was wonderful
entering the now completed church. We were warmly welcomed by Pastor
Joseph, the leadership team and introduced to the congregation. We shared
in a lively service of praise, prayer and fellowship. The pulpit fall was
presented and it looks beautiful hanging on their lectern and it was greatly
appreciated. They are  thankful to God for the support  our Church has given.
We shared in fellowship at mid-week services, home groups, bible studies,
and prayer. They have more than 200 members and are active within the
community.  Pastor Joseph  heads a strong ministry team, he is a humble
preacher who inspires his congregation and works  tirelessly  in God’s
service. The church is used throughout the week for a nursery school,
community groups, Saturday school, Church conferences in addition to
Sunday worship and Sunday school.
During the week we visited 2 of 9 community projects supported by our
partners and the surrounding area. We were introduced to the leaders and
families.  Poverty is rife in Rwanda and communities working together to
generate income is the focus for these projects. Each community presented
their ideas for income generation and their vision for the future. The
communities consist of members from all church faiths and denominations.

:
The January 2015 Magazine

will be available on  28
December. Any articles,

celebrations (births, special
birthdays or special

anniversaries etc) or any other
information regarding

organisations etc., to be with
Denise by

Sunday 21 December
Tel: 862903 or email:

dmbrunton@gmail.com
E-DPC Magazine.....

If you would like to be on the
email list to receive the
Dunbar Parish Church
Magazine each month.

Please email to register:
dmbrunton@gmail.com

this will remove you from the
list for the delivered copy.

LARGE PRINT COPIES
also available, speak to your

distributor

WEEKLY INTIMATIONS
Please note for notices
to be included in the
‘Dunbar Parish Church
Weekly Notices Sheet’

please contact
Denise Brunton on
862903 or email:

dmbrunton@gmail.com

Your Elder
All members and adherents
should contact their elder if they
know of any pastoral needs. If
you don’t know who to contact,
ask Eric Easton on:

01368 869659 or email:
charles.p.easton@googlemail.com

Pastoral Notes
We have recently offered God’s

loving compassion to the
families of those listed below,

whom we remember in our prayers

Alison Wyness
Margaret Isobel Tinning

Sermon's are available on the
Church website. Use the link

on the Home page
(www.dunbarparishchurch.org)

to access them

Transport to the Church: If you
would like a lift to church we can
arrange for someone to bring you
to church and take you home each
week. Please phoneJenny Manning
by the Thursday evening, so we
can arrange your lift on01368 840334.
It is helpful to have reserve drivers.
If you could offer someone a lift,
even occasionally, please let Jenny
know, it would be really appreciated.



Santa lives at the North Pole...
     JESUS is everywhere.
Santa rides in a sleigh...

JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the water.
Santa comes but once a year...

JESUS is an ever present help.
Santa fills your stockings with goodies...

JESUS supplies all your needs.
Santa comes down your chimney uninvited...

JESUS stands at your door and knocks, and then enters your heart when invited.
You have to wait in line to see Santa...

JESUS is near as the mention His name.
Santa lets you sit on his lap...

JESUS lets you rest in His arms.
Santa doesn't know your name, all he can say is "Hi little boy or girl, what's your name?"...

JESUS knew our name before we were born.  Not only does He know our name, He
knows our address too. He knows our history and future and He even knows how
many hairs are on our heads.
Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly...

JESUS has a heart full of love
All Santa can offer is HO HO HO...

JESUS offers spiritual health, help and hope.
Santa says "You better not cry"...

JESUS says "Cast all your cares on me for I care for you."
Santa's little helpers make toys...

JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs broken homes and builds
mansions.
Santa may make you chuckle but...

JESUS gives you joy that is your strength.
While Santa puts gifts under your tree...

JESUS became our gift and died on a tree...the cross.
We need to put Christ back into CHRISTmas, Jesus is still the reason for the season.
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life" (John 3:16).

We also visited a local hospital and health centre. The hospital is
government  funded, every patient receives treatment but  there is no food
provision.  All food is provided by family members or friends.  We joined the
Living Church women’s team who visit the sick and provide food for those
patients who don’t have access to food. These visits  are infrequent due to
the Living Church’s  funding commitment to other projects.
We visited the genocide memorial close to the Tanzanian border, where
52,000 people were massacred and the remains buried in mass graves.
This was a very shocking but moving experience.
Our team left Kibungo humbled by the warmth, friendship, hospitality and
fellowship which we had shared. Pastor Joseph emphasised deepening
spiritual partnership as of paramount importance.
Rwanda faces many challenges – the need for better healthcare and
education, much poverty,  etc. The work of peace building, healing and
reconciliation programmes, care and relief work, community development
and church partnerships are visible.  All we witnessed was rooted in church
and ministry, building hope confidence and encouragement for the future.
Many members of the congregation will have seen our presentations and
testimonies at Church here over several Sundays recently and we trust this
has been informative. We would like to thank the Church for support, prayers
generous gifts and donations, from individuals, schools and organisations
in the community.  All were gratefully appreciated in Rwanda.
We would also like to thank the team members who didn’t travel with us,
for their hard work and support. We thank God for guiding and sustaining
us. Having worked well together, we feel  blessed to have been given such
a wonderful opportunity to go. We pray for a growing shared sense of
purpose among our two churches and for God’s love and protection for the
Rwandan people.  Please keep them in your prayers.

Blessings….. The Rwanda Team
Therefore, whenever  we have the opportunity, we should do good to
everyone – especially to those in the family of faith.  (Galatians 6:10)

Service of Unity - Dunbar Churches

18th January at 11:00 in Dunbar Parish Church

All Dunbar Churches unite to Worship God and pray for an increasingly
warm unity among those who seek to worship and honour Jesus Christ

ALL Welcome.


