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Relationships part 3
God’s Time - Zechariah 9:9-10

Are you at war with anyone?
Do you benefit or lose out due to this?
Do you know that God can resolve this for you?
Don’t leave it a moment longer than you need to…

Minister
Rev Gordon Stevenson
The Manse, 10 Bayswell Road, Dunbar EH42 1AB
Tel: 01368 865482 Email: revgstev@gmail.com
www.dunbarparishchurch.org/
April 2019

READERS PRAYERS
Mike Mylne

Martyn Cox

Fraser
Stewart

Ian Coltart

Elaine
O’Brien
Jim
Thompson

Joan
Hancock
Jonathan
Idle

Passion - come and get some!
Why? Philippians 2:3-11 Communion.
Meeting the Gardener John 20:11-18
A Prophetic Preacher Amos 1 and 2

As the acrimonious Brexit debacle drags on producing more despair, I am
reminded of those times when people are asked, “If you could do one thing,
what would it be?” A popular answer could be, to bring about world peace.
Even where people appear to be liked by everyone, and no-one has a bad
word to say about them, they still have opponents. I have heard people
call them, “goody two shoes” or say “she is too perfect, and I hate her” etc.
In our human nature there is an element of rebellion. We don’t want others
telling us what to do. Principally, our rebellion is against God, but also
directed against anyone who believes, thinks or does things we don’t want
to agree with: political views, behaviour or attitudes, practices or lack of
supporting our way of thinking and our agendas etc.
In scripture we learn much more about ourselves, and come to realise that
our human nature is bad for our health and well-being. It opposes God and
that makes us His enemy, since He is a holy God who detests sin. So can
we sort out our problem? No we cannot. However, God can.
He has done everything necessary for us to transform from being His
enemies into being His friends. He can bring about reconciliation in any
one of us. Our magazine theme this month is this - reconciliation, and
Paul speaks wonderfully about it in 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 ..if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the
new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: be reconciled to God. 21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
As we approach Easter, there will be opportunities to engage with God, His
word in text, songs, prayers, meditations and in reflections. If you are
reconciled to God, then making time to worship Him is essential for the
growing of your faith and to further experience His goodness. If not, being
rebellious to God is not a wise thing to retain.
You want a deep and lasting peace, we can certainly help you to get it.
Jews call it “Shalom” and it means, “to be safe in mind, body, or estate.” It
makes us complete, whole, and encourages us to give back generously.
God gives this out for free to those who want it…
KNOW Peace this EASTER and forever
Gordon

Bible Book Club
Meeting Friday 12th April - 7:30 at
Catherine’s house
Book:
by
Michael Frost
Any questions please speak to Lorna

SUNDAY EVENING FELLOWSHIP
There will be an evening of fellowship
and worship once a month
Come along and join us for
Easter Reflections on
Sunday 28th April
6:00 pm in the Church
All welcome!

PASTORAL TEAM

Do you know anyone who could use some pastoral help?
Perhaps someone infirm, lonely, or grieving for a loved one?
Maybe an illness, operation or another blow has knocked
you a bit? Members/adherents who is interested contact
Moyra Wright (tel. 863316) directly or via Church members.
The pastoral team are genuinely interested
in your well-being.
Please Contact: Sonia Young she
keeps the master diary and
updates the hall one.
email bhraggie@tiscali.co.uk
Telephone: 07874 816326
Basics Bank Buddy Scheme
If you are not already part of the Buddy
Scheme please drop an email to
basicsbankbuddy@gmail.com
and you will be kept up to date with a
weekly email and shopping list.
Due to increasing demand the Basics
Bank would appreciate more folks to
‘put a tin in the bin’
Thank you!

Opt - ins : Serving
There are many ways that you
can serve with us.
Your service is wanted. Just
let us know where you would
like to serve? Here are just
some of the possibilities:
Coffee/Tea rota
Sunday Bible reading rota
Sunday prayer rota
Prayer Breakfast leader rota
Prayer Breakfast catering rota

CHURCH
PRAYER
MEETINGS
2nd & 4th
Wednesday’s
at 7:30 pm
In the Eden Room

Sermon's are available on the
Church website. Use the link on the
Home page
(www.dunbarparishchurch.org)
to access them

HOME GROUPS
Wednesday at 7.30 p.m.
Contact Ian /Jenny Manning
2 Temple Mains Cottages,
Innerwick 01368 840334
Jonathan and Christine Idle
4 Salisbury Walk, Dunbar
01368 860922
See Calendar for dates
2019 Dunbar Parish Church Magazines
Magazine
Articles by
Magazine
Month
Friday
out Sunday
MAY

19 April

28 April

JUNE

17 May

26 May

Magazine Deliverers needed for Parsonspool - 2 mags & Newhouse
Avenue/Place - 12 mags. Please speak to Denise if you can help.

Please send your items in by Friday 19 April for
May Magazine - out on
28 April or if you would like a regular E_Magazine
Contact Denise: Tel: 862903 or email:
dmbrunton@gmail.com
: Contact Denise

…....
meeting every Friday in the church 10.30-12 noon
Come for a chat and a brew

Date for your April diary
On Friday 5 April from 10.30 -12.00, you can make Easter cards at Coffee
Plus. We will provide all the materials. All you need to do is ‘stick and place’.
Come along for coffee, blethers and a bit of creativity or simply come along for a
coffee and chat and watch the fun. All ages welcome.
Traidcraft Exchange have written in thanks for the money we raised at the Coffee Plus ‘Big Brew’
last month.
“Your amazing efforts this Fairtrade Fortnight are helping to create a world free from injustice
in trade, and we can’t thank you enough for all your hard work. Raising £220 is a brilliant
achievement – please do pass on my gratitude to everyone involved at Dunbar Parish
Church. It’s because of people like you who are passionate about fairness and justice, and
the ways in which you inspire your communities, that we can continue our work supporting
people living in poverty across the world.
Your efforts are changing the future for people like Arifa in Bangladesh. She worked
processing jute sticks for three months a year, but struggled to make enough income. Since
joining the project, she has received training in poultry raising, vaccinations, soil testing and
livestock rearing and she has developed three small businesses - rearing chickens, a small
tailoring business, and growing the family’s livestock business. She now has a small herd
of cattle which provide income in the form of milk and sales of dung. Above all, the project
has given her confidence in herself. She was elected by her group to represent them on
the local association, and now she regularly meets with local government officials.
I hope her story gives you a sense of how life changing your contributions really are.
Once again, thank you so much to you, and all those who helped out or attended.”
PHOTOS ETC., NEEDED FOR EXHIBITION
With Kirk renovations near done, plans are well underway for a permanent exhibition for the apse,
behind the pulpit. This will trace our Church’s history. Would anyone be willing to loan photos for
copying or small items for two display cases? Please speak to Moyra Wright, Walter Cowan, Jim
Thompson or Will Collin (tel: 863162). There is a surprising shortage of pictures of the church
interior before the 1987 fire. Images, particularly with the organ, the pulpit, the memorial aisle, the
stained glass windows and of/or from the balcony would be greatly appreciated. (They may form
the background of wedding photos, etc.) Thanks in anticipation!

SUNDAY DUTY
TEAMS

DATE
April

7

14
Palm
Sunday
21
Easter
Sunday

FLOWERS in
CHURCH
Convenor:
Kath Ellis
Mrs K Ellis

APRIL
Lorna McLeod
Denise Brunton
Margaret Croft
Joan Hancock
May Low
Lena Glass
Ian Manning

Mrs M Dempster

14

21

28

MAY
Barbara Leslie
Ian Darling
Sandy Darling
Eric Easton
Kath Ellis
Jason Kay
Alan Low
Tom Manson

Fraser Stewart

Shiona Liddle

Mrs M Wright

Ian & Margaret Coltart
with Alison

Mrs J Gullan

Jim Thompson &
Catherine Hodgson

28

May 7

PRAYER BREAKFAST
ROTA

Convenor:
Sarah McKenzie
Mrs V Collin
Mrs A Creedican

Mrs M Cowan

Mrs M Coltart

Jesus said to her, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life. The
one who believes in me will live,
even though they die. John 11:25

Volunteer Flower Convenor for September needed. Please speak to May Low if you can
help, or if you would like to put flowers in the church on Vacant Sundays or for special
anniversaries
Transport to the Church: We can arrange for someone to bring you to church and
take you home each week. Please phone Jenny Manning by the Thursday evening,
on 013688 840334. If you could offer someone a lift, even occasionally, you could be
a reserve driver, please let Jenny know, it would be greatly appreciated.

Article Series 9 (pt 11) Reconciliation with God
Previously we looked at how we can become right before God (righteous) and
how living faith in God justifies us, so that in God’s sight it is just-as-if we
have never sinned. This passage is about being reconciled with our God, with
the same peace Adam and Eve knew in the garden of Eden before they broke
God’s one rule. Paul in v1, speaks to true believers about the blessings they
enjoy: justified, reconciled (meaning the breakdown in our relationship with God
is fixed), at peace with God, welcomed into God’s presence and assured of their
salvation in Christ.
Paul does not neglect to show the contrast of those who are not true believers
- they are morally powerless, enemies of God, still in their sin and destined to
face God’s wrath. This is why we all need to be “set free”.
We are not working towards a grade in how we live our life. We can know the
outcome and blessing of God now v2 “we have gained access… into this grace
in which we now stand”. That standing is upon Christ, not on our good works.
We don’t suddenly live outside the reality of life though, and suffering is part of
the mix v3. The difference for Christians is that this helps us through life as we
grow our faith and experience the goodness of God’s provisions and help v3-5.
Do you see the process journey here? Paul’s word for suffering comes from the
profession of blacksmithing: hammering, heating, shaping etc. The hope in v5
is much more about being content, because we know God and trust Him and
His promises mean our future is certain: though beyond our wildest dreams.
One of the major highlights of living faith is that God continues to pour out into
our hearts His love through the Holy Spirit - whom He has given to true believers.
God’s love is like nothing else v6-8. Here Paul contrasts it to the darkness of
human hearts which are not submissive to God… when we were still powerless.
Elsewhere in Romans Paul speaks of how godless (morally debilitated) sinners
are. However, God did not wait for us to become godly. He shows us the one
way to resolution and reconciliation. Can you identify the four notable things
Paul teaches here to reveal God’s love to humans?
Paul builds upon this in v9-11, twice using “how much more”. This is about God
doing the more difficult thing, by justifying the godless and reconciling His
enemies through the death of His only begotten Son. The righteous one dies
for the sinner, the godly for the godless, we who deserve God’s wrath have it
dealt with by our Saviour. Paul is speaking to those who are Christians here as
he joins with believers using the word “we”.
Reconciliation is the act of turning enemies into friends. It removes hostility
and replaces it with goodwill and peace. The Prodigal Son finds reconciliation
as he returns to his father. Human nature rebels against God, we go our way
and need to be reconciled with our loving holy God. Are you at peace with Him?
Make peace with Your God through Jesus Christ THE Saviour. Shalom Gordon

My 1st Book of
questions and answers!
Bearing shame and scoffing rude
In my place condemned He stood
69 What is the second
Sealed my pardon with His BLOOD
commandment?
Hallelujah! What a Saviour!
PP Bliss
Christ Jesus, died for sinners. He now 4‘You shall not make for yourself
invites sinners freely to God. God
an idol in the form of anything in
commands all to repent and believe; Christ heaven above or on the earth
promises joy and peace to all who do so - beneath or in the waters below.
5You shall not bow down to them
this is truly perfect reconciliation.
J. I. Packer
or worship them; for I, the Lord
Christ has crossed out all the red crosses your God, am a jealous God,
from our black sinful errors with the red punishing the children for the sin
of the fathers to the third and
lines of His own blood. Thomas Brooks
fourth generations of those who
All are NOT saved by Christ’s death, but hate me, 6but showing love to a
all which are saved are saved by Christ’s thousand generations of those
death; His death is sufficient to save all, as
who love me and keep my
the sun is sufficient to light on all.
commandments.
Henry Smith
I hear the words of love,
I gaze upon the blood
I see the mighty sacrifice
And I have PEACE with God.
Horatius Bonar

© Copyright 2001 Carine Mackenzie
ISBN: 978-1-85792-570-8 reprinted by
Christian Focus Publications printed with
permission

Christ’s blood has value enough to
redeem the whole world, but the virtue of it
Communion
is applied only to those who believe and
are reconciled with Him. Thomas Watson
The next Communion is
7:30 pm
The LORD Jesus took our place that we
Friday 19th April
might have His peace; He took our sin that
we might have His Salvation. Anon
Because the sinless Saviour died,
My sinful soul is counted free,
The steadfast love of the Lord never
For God the Just is satisfied
ceases; his mercies never come to an
To look on Him and pardon me.
end;they are new every morning;
Charles Lees de Chenez
great is your faithfulness.
The actual cross, blood, death, tomb and
Lamentations 3:22-23
resurrection did not make atonement a
possibility but a fact. John Blanchard

APRIL CROSSWORD
Answers in next month’s
magazine!
Answers to March’s crossword …

Across
1 ‘You are a chosen people, a royal — ’
(1 Peter 2:9) (10)
7 Exact copy (Joshua 22:28) (7)
8 Jesus’ first words to Jairus’s daughter,
‘My child, — — ’ (Luke 8:54) (3,2)
10 Idol made by the Israelites while Moses
was on Mount Sinai (Exodus 32:4) (4)
11 Role allotted to Joseph in Egypt
(Genesis 42:6) (8)
13 ‘Lord, when did we — — hungry and
feed you?’ (Matthew 25:37) (3,3)
15 ‘Though seeing, they do — —; though
hearing, they do not hear or understand’
(Matthew 13:13) (3,3)
17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8)
18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now
consider loss for the — of Christ’
(Philippians 3:7) (4)
21 National Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children (1,1,1,1,1)
22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) (10)

Down
1 Of the pope (5)
2 ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything —
— ’ (Psalm 24:1) (2,2)
3 Hebrew word for the kind of peace that
Jesus promised (6)
4 Member of a 16th-century Protestant
reform movement in France (8)
5 Sing out (anag.) (7)
6 Ceremonial column of people on the move
(1 Samuel 10:5) (10)
9 One of the things love always does (1
Corinthians 13:7) (10)
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot to
assassinate King Xerxes (Esther 2:7, 22) (8)
14 See cape (anag.) (7)
16 ‘No one can — them out of my hand’
(John 10:28) (6)
19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit
that led to the first sin (Joel 1:12) (5)
20 ‘He was led like a — to the slaughter’
(Isaiah 53:7) (4)

Each Christmas when I was young, I would get a copy of the Guinness Book of Records.
I loved seeing pictures of the world’s tallest man and the lady with metre long
fingernails. Deep down, I’ve always had a dream of featuring in this book. The best
record to hold must be the fastest human on the planet, so this month I thought I’d
give it a go!
I have the correct tools; trainers, shorts and a vest. I’ve done some training runs up
and down the garden. I have a positive mental attitude and I have a supportive family
who believe in me, so Ussain Bolt’s 9.58 second hundred metres should be easily
beaten. Unfortunately, no matter how many times I tried, I just couldn’t do it! If only
I’d tried when I was younger, or maybe I should get more expensive trainers?
Of course I just don’t have the physical attributes to get anywhere near this and no
amount of training, self-belief or equipment will ever be enough.
Some things are just not possible.
This month I’d like to look at the New City Catechism. A Catechism declares “statements
of faith”, set out in question and answer form which make them easier to memorise
and are used for Christian growth and training.
No. 13 asks “Can anyone keep the law of God perfectly?”
The answer: “Since the fall, no mere human has been able to keep the law of God
perfectly, but consistently breaks it in thought, word and deed.”
Read Romans 3:10-12 which validates this. Like my world record attempt, trying to
keep the law of a perfect, just God is hopeless.
Some things are just not possible!
So how can imperfect humans be acceptable to a perfect, just God? It took Jesus
to come from Heaven to earth, to live a perfect life and die on the cross for us. Sins
past and future are brought to the cross, where the debt for them has been paid in
full! Though we’re unable to keep the law of God perfectly, Jesus kept the law perfectly
for us, so if we trust in him, we are set free from sin.
As we approach Easter, think about each stage of Christ’s journey from his death on
the cross to his rising again and what this means for you personally and your
relationship with God.
If you agree that you cannot possibly keep God’s law perfectly, then you must realise
that you need a saviour and what a saviour we have in Jesus!
Here’s a final thought to cling to and remember:
When you believe in Jesus you have endless hope, not a hopeless end!
Happy Easter!
Blessings Derek
Download the free New City Catechism app and use it as part of your daily reading

Community Easter Egg Hunt – or why dressing like a giant chicken can be missional…
On Easter Sat. (April 20th) we are joining with St Anne’s to host a community Easter egg hunt.
We begin at the Parish Church Hall where we hand out clue sheets to families and children.
There will be clues and chocolate eggs placed strategically in 10-12 shops in Dunbar. Then we
finish at St Anne’s for teas, coffees and hot cross buns. From all the entries a winner will receive
an Easter prize. We will also have fun activities and people reading the Easter story to children.
I’m looking for help as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.

2 people to welcome and hand out clue sheets at the Halls from 10-11am on Saturday 20th
Someone to dress up like a chicken to hand out clues at John Muir statue for one hour
2 people to help at St Anne’s reading stories to children
2 people to help St Anne’s folks make teas

It’s such a great witness when churches work together. A great example of this was Easter Decoded on March 26th when the whole of Primary 7 heard the Easter story from many volunteers
from Dunbar Churches. Let’s mingle once again this Easter Saturday. Check out our Facebook
page Dunbar Community Easter Egg Hunt and join the fun.
Shiona Liddle – Pioneer Minister

Community Easter Egg
Hunt
Saturday April 20th
Starting at the Parish
Church Hall at 10am

An Easter
Eggstravaganza
for all the family!*
Follow clues to find a series of letters
(and treats!)
Stop and get a selfie with any Easter
characters you meet en-route…
The clues will lead you to a final location
to enjoy well-earned refreshments
and claim a prize!

FREE!
*Children should be accompanied by an adult

Facebook: Dunbar Community Easter Egg Hunt

APRIL 2019 Calendar
Date
1

Time
7:30

Event
Congregational Board Meeting

2

14:30

Mentor Meeting

3
5
7

TBC
9:30
19:30
10:30-12:00
09:30

Morning Service

10

19:30

Prayer Meeting

11

18

All day
10:30-12:00
19:30
09:30
11:00
19:30

19

19:30

14

21
24
25
26
28

29
30

10:30-12:00
09:30
11:00
19:30
12 noon-2 pm
19:00
10:30-12:00
09:30
11:00

Manse

Finance Meeting
Little Fishes Easter Celebration
Home Group
Coffee Plus - making Easter Cards
Prayer breakfast

11:00

12

Location
Eden Room
Manse
Halls
Idles
Church
Eden Room
Church
Eden Room

TBC
Coffee Plus…
Bible Book Club
Prayer breakfast
Morning Service
Maundy Thursday Service

Church
Catherine Hodgson
Eden Room
Church
Church
Church

Good Friday Service - Communion
Coffee Plus…
Prayer breakfast
Morning Service

Church
Eden Room
Church
Eden Room

Prayer Meeting
Ploughmans’ Lunch
Presbytery
Coffee Plus…
Prayer breakfast

18:00
19:30

Morning Service
Sunday Fellowship
Kirk Session Meeting - Values part 3 Strategy

14:30

Leaders Meeting

Halls
Musselburgh
Church
Eden Room
Church
Church
Eden Room
1650

He is risen!
He is risen, indeed!

