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Miss_ion Matters (from Helen, Miss_ionary correspondent) 

Continuing to inform your prayers with information from the Open Doors World Watch List and 
Operation World.  Please pray for faithful believers in these challenging situations. 

#1 North Korea 
 
Leader: Kim Jong-un 
Government: Communist dictatorship 
Population: 25.4 million (300,000 Christians)  
Main Religion:  Atheism/traditional beliefs 
Source of Persecution: Dictatorial paranoia 
Area: 122,370 sq km   

North Korea is ruled by Kim Jong-un, the third generation of the Kim dynasty who have 
ruled North Korea with since 1948. Two ideologies govern the state - 'Juche', which 
points to man's self-sufficiency and 'Kimilsungism', the god-like worship of the Kims.  
Any suggestion that there is a higher authority than the nation's leader is immediately 
crushed. Tens of thousands of Christians are incarcerated in labour camps, and                     
thousands more keep their faith in Christ a complete secret - often their own family 
members do not know of their faith.  
'Songbun', the social stratification system operating in North Korea, divides people into 
three main classes: the loyal, the wavering and the hostile. These are further divided 
into 51 subclasses; Christians are part of the 'hostile' class.  Christians face arrest,                         
torture, imprisonment, and even execution - they are considered spies and traitors of the 
nation, and are condemned for treason. Yet many have decided that knowing Jesus is 
worth the risks they face. The church in North Korea is not only surviving, but growing 
and they have great hope for the future. One Christian has shared: "One day the                          
borders will open and we will unite with the South Korean and the Chinese church to 

bring the gospel to some of the darkest places on this earth.”  

PLEASE PRAY for Kim Jong-un,  
that he would come to know God.  
Pray for change within the regime,  
that the power of evil will be broken.   
Pray for protection for secret Christians;  
for strength and endurance for those in  
labour camps.  Ask God to protect Christian 
workers in this area. 

Let your hope make you 
glad. Be patient  

in time of trouble  
and never stop praying.   

Romans 12:12 (CEV) 
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